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We are leading the way in using broadband technology to conquer the challenge  
of distance and density to connect communities all across Big Sky Country. 

CONNECTING THE DIVIDE 
ONE MILE AT A TIME.

1.   In limited cases, very small and remote schools may instead be connected via 100 mbps point-to-point wireless. This technology, which is being considered for eight schools that serve a 
total of 17 students, will more than accommodate the Federal Communications Commission�s long-term goal of 1 mbps per student, as well as foreseeable growth in demand in future years.

100% 
of rural Montana schools 

served by MTA members 

will be connected to �ber 

by the end of 2017.1

Fiber investment by Montana�s rural  

telecoms since 2011:  

$248.6 MILLION.

27% of rural Montana 

homes & businesses are currently served  

by �ber-to-the-premise connections.

Mb
megabit

Average wholesale cost 

per megabit of bandwidth: 

  $40 2011 

     $4 2016  

74,297 
customer access lines 

provided by MTA members. 

13,460
business customers served 

by MTA members. 44.6% of Montanans today  

are served by hard-wired internet connections  

with download speed of at least 25 mbps.  

National average: 44.5%




